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Primary Sources: 

"American Women Pilots Helped Deliver Planes Which Enabled Red Armies 
to Launch Offensive That May Have Been Turning Point of the 
War."  The Midland Journal.  Rising Sun, MD. January 5, 1945.  
Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of 
Congress. https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn89060136/1945-
01-05/ed-1/seq-7/ . Retrieved May 12, 2020. 

This article was a long feature story that described how what the WASPs 
were doing in the United States made a significant impact in the war effort 
as a whole.  It was useful because it was written after the WASP program 
was disbanded but didn’t have the anti-WASP bias that was common in 
the press at the time.  It was also useful because it considered the impact 
from an international standpoint and not just how it affected American 
forces. 

Air Force News Service.  “WASP Awarded Congressional Gold Medal for 
Service.” U.S. Air Force. July 2, 2009. 
https://www.af.mil/News/Article-Display/Article/119851/wasp-
awarded-congressional-gold-medal-for-service/ . Retrieved January 
20, 2020. 

This article has good coverage from the awarding of the Congressional 
Gold Medal to the WASPs.  In addition to describing the prestige of the 
award, it also explores how long it took to receive it, as well as the 
contribution the WASPs made to women in aviation. 

"Army's Women Flyers Set New Safety Mark." Evening Star. Washington, 
D.C.  January 5, 1944.  Chronicling America: Historic American 
Newspapers. Lib. of Congress. 
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1944-01-05/ed-
1/seq-21/ . Retrieved May 12, 2020. 

This article was a short piece that remarked on the fact that the WASPs 
safety record was in some ways better than that of men pilots.  I included 
it because that was one of the things the WASPs felt they had to prove.  It 
was good evidence that it wasn’t the WASPs performance that caused 
them to face such opposition. 



Arnold, William Bruce. "WASPs Win 33 Year Battle For Vet Status." The 
Stars and Stripes. Washington DC. November 10, 1977. 
http://wingsacrossamerica.us/records_all/press_archive/stars77.pdf . 
Retrieved May 20, 2020. 

This article was written by one of the WASPs most vocal supporters 
during the 1976-1977 campaign for recognition:  Bruce Arnold, the son of 
Gen. "Hap" Arnold.  It includes an overview of the WASP program, but 
also details why he supports the WASP.  One interesting point was that he 
did not know the WASPs were not considered veterans and was surprised 
by the fact. 

Arnold, Henry Harley. “Acceptance Telegram to Elizabeth Chambers.” 1943. 
https://military.wikia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_Chambers_(pilot)?file=WASP
_Elizabeth_Maxine_Chambers_WesternUnion.jpg . Retrieved 
December 19, 2019. 

This is an example of the telegram received by WASP applicants when 
they were accepted into the program. It is noteworthy because accepted 
recruits had to pay their own expenses to get to the base in Sweetwater 
TX. 

Arnold, Henry Harley. "Address by Gen. Henry H. Arnold, Commanding 
General to WASP Graduate Class, December 7, 1944." Item. 
December 7, 1944.  The Portal to Texas History. 
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth894262/m1/6/ . 
Retrieved December 10, 2019. 

This is the text to Gen. Arnold’s speech to the final WASP graduating 
class.  It includes praise for the group, as well as the official explanation 
for their disbandment.  He also reiterates the purposes he formed the 
WASPs and how they’ve fulfilled his expectations.  It's useful to see how 
supportive he was of the program, even though it was being shut down 
before the end of WWII. 

Associated Press.  "WASPS Fly Marauder; Army's 'Difficult 
Plane.'"  Evening Star. Washington, D.C. January 21, 1944.  
Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of 
Congress. https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1944-
01-21/ed-1/seq-14/ . Retrieved May 12, 2020. 

This article provided a good example of the tasks that WASPs were 
expected to face.  Even though this plane was called “the widowmaker,” 
WASPs were expected to fly it without complaint.  Within what they were 
allowed to do, this showed that WASPs duties were not softened because 
of their sex. 



Avenger Field. Avenger Field Yearbook, Class 44-W-9.  Avenger Field 
Publisher. Sweetwater, Texas. 1944.  The Portal to Texas History.  
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1010173/m1/1/  
Retrieved May 19, 2020.  

To find a picture of Maggie Gee, one of two Asian American WASPs, I 
was able to find her WASP Class Yearbook in the Portal to Texas History 
Archives.  In addition to the pictures, the book had a lot of stories about 
how the women spent their time, both when they were learning, and when 
they were not. 

Avenger Field. Avenger Field Yearbook, Class 44-W-10.  Avenger Field 

Publisher.  Sweetwater, Texas. 1944.  Portal to Texas 

History.  https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth894239/ 

.  Retrieved May 19, 2020.  

This is the yearbook that included a picture of Marty Wyall.  Since I quoted 

her early on, I wanted to include her picture too.  As with all the Avenger 

Field yearbooks, this one also contained numerous stories and details 

about the WASPs personal lives during their time in the program and was 

useful for seeing the human side of the program. 

Bowles, Mary Amanda, Editor.  Avenger Field Yearbook 43-W-4.  Avenger 
Field Publisher. Sweetwater, TX. 1943.  Portal to Texas History.  
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth894115/?q=avenger%
20yearbook%2043-w-4 . Retrieved May 12, 2020. 

This yearbook provided excellent photos of this WASP graduating class. It 
also included many memories and anecdotes about their time at Avenger 
Field.  The stories shed light on some of the fun they had serving, in 
addition to the difficulties they faced. 

Cochran, Jacqueline.  “Acceptance Telegram to Elizabeth Ying Lee.” 1943.  
US National 
Archives.  https://www.facebook.com/usnationalarchives/photos/pcb
.10157687431682994/10157687430227994/?type=3&theater . Retrieved 
December 19, 2019. 

This is an example of an acceptance telegram requiring the accepted 
pilots to come to Sweetwater at their own expense.  This highlights one 
more difference between the WASPs and the men who performed similar 
work for the USAAF. 

Cochran, Jacqueline.  “Letter and Survey to all women holders of licenses, 
July 29, 1941.”  Eisenhower Presidential Archives.  



https://eisenhowerlibrary.gov/sites/default/files/file/cochran_BinderA.
pdf . [Jacqueline Cochran Papers, WASP Series, Box 2, Survey of 
Women Pilots July 1941; NAID #120044061] Retrieved March 11, 
2020. 

This is a survey sent out to all women in the US who held pilots licenses to 
gather availability and interest in serving the USAAF and was used to help 
recruit and form the WAFS and eventually, WASP programs. 

Cochran, Jacqueline.  “American Women Pilots, September 3, 1943.”  
Eisenhower Presidential Archives.  
https://www.eisenhower.archives.gov/research/online_documents/ja
cqueline_cochran/BinderJJ.pdf . [Jacqueline Cochran Papers, WASP 
Series, Box 14, Publicity (3); NAID #12000291] Retrieved December 
19, 2019. 

This is a press release written by Jacqueline Cochran, founder of the 
WASP program, to an Australian publication, telling the history and origins 
of the WASP program to that point.  It was important to hear about the 
start of the program in Jacqueline’s own words. 

Cochran, Jacqueline.  “Director Of Women Pilots Asks Military Status For 
WASPS.”  1944.  Press Release. War Department. Bureau of Public 
Relations Press Branch. 
http://www.megavision.net/wasp/Linkstwu/wardocreport.pdf .  
Retrieved December 15, 2019. 

This is a report from Jacqueline Cochran, a founder of the WASP 
program, requesting full military status for WASPs as the program was 
being ended.  It includes, in her own words, the reasons supporting 
granting military status to the WASPs as well as the significance of doing 
so. 

Cochran, Jacqueline.  “WASP Final Report, June 1, 1945.”  Eisenhower 
Presidential Archives.  
https://www.eisenhowerlibrary.gov/sites/default/files/file/cochran_Bi
nderN.pdf . [Jacqueline Cochran Papers, WASP Series, Box 12, 
WASP Final Report; NAID #12004155]  Retrieved March 11, 2020. 

This is the final report on the WASP Program.  In addition to detailing the 
total data gathered from the WASP program, and comparing WASP 
performance to male pilot performance, it also includes a plea from the 
WASP Director to have the material declassified, and also includes the 
stamp with the actual declassification date in 1982. 



Coffin, George & Brumidi, Constantino.  “The Apotheosis of Suffrage.” 
1896.  Library of Congress Archive.  
https://www.loc.gov/item/2016679928/ . Retrieved February 3, 2020. 

Coffin and Brumidi’s political cartoon showing Elizabeth Stanton and 
Susan Anthony sitting at the level of George Washington was a good 
example of the kind of opposition faced by women when they campaigned 
to get the right to vote. 

Congressional Committee on Civil Service.  “Suggested report to be 
released in response to unfavorable reports to proposed 
militarization of the WASPs, 1943.” Eisenhower Presidential 
Archives.  
https://www.eisenhowerlibrary.gov/sites/default/files/file/cochran_Bi
nderI.pdf .  [Jacqueline Cochran Papers, WASP Series, Box 5, 
Militarization (2); NAID #12004190]  Retrieved March 11, 2020. 

This is a report from the members of the Congressional Committee on 
Civil Service that was prepared in case other members of the committee 
who disagreed with the decision to form the WASP program went public 
with their disagreements.  It highlights and addresses many of the 
arguments at the time against women serving in the armed forces, even in 
non-combat roles. 

Congress of the Confederation.  "Miscellaneous Papers of the Continental 
Congress.  Journal of the Continental Congress, 1775. July 27, 1775." 
US National Archives and Records Administration.  Catalog ID 
301686. https://www.fold3.com/image/246/5287506 . Retrieved May 
12, 2020.    

Because women had been serving as nurses alongside men in the military 
since before the United States even existed, it was important to document 
that in the context.  Fortunately I was able to find this record in the online 
National Archives where the first nurses were hired by congress as part of 
the hospital unit for the Continental Army.  They were the least paid of all 
hospital staff, paid half as much as the shopkeepers, the next least paid. 

Cornell, Douglas B.  “Peace!  It’s Over.” The Charlotte Observer.  Charlotte, 
NC.  August 15, 1945. 

This newspaper article reports on the end of WWII, what exactly the end 
entailed, and what the end meant to people at the time. 

Cowden, Violet with Owen Chappel, Interviewer. "Interview with Violet 
Cowden 08/15/2003."  The Library of Congress, American Folklife 
Center, Veterans History Project. August 15, 2003.  



http://memory.loc.gov/diglib/vhp/story/loc.natlib.afc2001001.18240/tr
anscript?ID=sr0001 . Retrieved December 8, 2019. 

This was a transcript of an interview with WASP Violet Cowden.  This 
interview was more useful than most articles about the WASPs because it 
was unedited, and the interviewer focused on Violet’s feelings about her 
service:  why she joined the WASPs, what she liked to fly and why.  Her 
stories were very emotional and detailed, so they were very useful to 
understand the WASPs and their feelings and motivations.  It also 
included questions about the effort to get veteran recognition and the 
sexism the WASPs encountered. 

Currier and Ives.  “The Age of Iron.”  1869.  Library of Congress Archive.  
https://www.loc.gov/item/90708467/ .  Retrieved February 3, 2020. 

This cartoon, showing a wife and mother leaving her husband at home 
with the children played to people’s fears about women’s increasing role in 
American life.  The cartoon was another good example of the opposition 
the movement for women’s rights faced. 

Darr, Ann.  "The Long Flight Home."  U.S. News & World Report. November 
17, 1997 . 
http://www.wingsacrossamerica.us/records_all/wasp_articles/darr.pd
f . Retrieved May 10, 2020. 

This article was a reminiscence by WASP Ann Darr, and in this one she 
mentions how the WASPs were advised to stay silent and not get involved 
in the fight to be recognized as part of the military.  This was important 
because it significantly hamstrung their support, since opposition to WASP 
militarization was under no such advice.  She also mentions how the 
advice seemed like an order, even though it may not have officially been 
one. 

Darr, Ann.  "The Women Who Flew - but Kept Silent."  The New York Times 
Magazine.  New York, New York.  May 7, 1995.  
https://www.nytimes.com/1995/05/07/magazine/the-women-who-flew-
but-kept-silent.html . Retrieved February 3, 2020. 

This article was written by a WASP and dealt primarily with the directive to 
WASPs to not get involved in the politics surrounding their disbanding.  It 
was useful to get the perspectives of a WASP who was not allowed to 
defend herself at the time, but was now willing to share what she felt she 
should have said. 

Department of Defense, Department of the Army, & Office of the Chief 
Signal Officer. “Army Navy Screen Magazine No. 16.”  US National 



Archives.  https://catalog.archives.gov/id/36182 .  
https://youtu.be/PwIT7T9T1iQ .  Retrieved December 17, 2019. 

This was a film distributed by the US Army in WWII to all servicemen.  
This issue focused on the WASP program and detailed their training and 
organization.  It is interesting because it spends a lot of time talking about 
how attractive the WASPs are, and often shows them being helped by 
men.  It shows the feeling that the WASPs were not “real” and were like a 
toy for the Army. 

Department of Defense, Department of the Air Force. “Harlingen Army Air 
Field, Texas--Elizabeth L. Gardner of Rockford, Illinois, WASP 
(Women's Airforce Service Pilot) pilot, takes a look around before 
sending her plane streaking down the runway at the air base.”  U.S. 
National Archives Catalog. 1943.  
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/542191 .  Retrieved December 19, 
2019. 

This is a picture of Elizabeth Gardner, WASP class of 1943, preparing to 
takeoff in one of the many planes she flew with the WASP program. 

Department of Defense, Department of the Air Force.  “Military 
Demographics Jan 2020.”  Air Force Personnel Center.  
https://www.afpc.af.mil/Portals/70/documents/03_ABOUT/Military%20
Demographics%20Jan%202020.pdf . Retrieved January 30, 2020. 

This document was prepared by the USAF and gives breakdowns of 
current USAF personnel by race, gender, rank, occupation, and several 
other criteria.  I wanted to see how many women pilots were in the USAF 
today, and this document shows the number is still very low. 

Fagan, O. Vivian. Zoot Suits and Parachutes.  Turner Publishing.  Paducah, 
KY.  1996. 

This book was a memoir by WASP Vivian Fagan.  She spent time at 
Camp David, experienced harassment, and was witness to several 
incidents of sabotage.  She also shared the story of the hardship she 
faced trying to work as a pilot after WWII. 

Featherhoff, G. W.  "Explaining the WASPs:  Letter to the Editor." St. Louis 
Globe Democrat.  St. Louis, MO.  May 10th, 1944. 

This letter to the editor was written by the parent of a WASP in order to 
refute the allegations that the WASPs were “glamour girls” and not 
actually doing a grueling job ferrying planes and working for the USAAF.  



It was useful because it showed exactly what stereotypes the WASPs 
were being branded with. 

“Female trainees at the Harrisburg Shops, Middletown, PA, circa 1944.”  
Pennsylvania State Archives.  
http://cache.matrix.msu.edu/expa/large/1-2-1061-25-
ExplorePAHistory-a0k5g9-a_349.jpg .  Retrieved December 19, 2019. 

The Pennsylvania Archives included many images of women doing 
industrial work during WWII.  One picture of women working on a military 
airplane was used in this website to illustrate women doing jobs that would 
normally be done by the men who were overseas fighting WWII.  

"Ferry Pilots." Roanoke Rapids herald. Roanoke Rapids, N.C. May 11, 1944. 
Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of 
Congress. https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/2017236974/1944-
05-11/ed-1/seq-6/ . Retrieved May 12, 2020. 

This collage showed WASPs doing their jobs, and praised their work and 
patriotism.  It was published in several newspapers in early 1944, and 
showed that at this point, public opinion in the press was still often 
supportive of the WASPs. 

Frank, W.H. "Requirements for Ferry Pilots, September 11, 
1942."  Memorandum.  Headquarters Air Force 
Command.  Eisenhower Presidential Archives.  
https://www.eisenhowerlibrary.gov/sites/default/files/file/cochran_Bi
nderC.pdf . [Jacqueline Cochran Papers, WASP Series, Box 2, 
Studies & Plan for Establishing Air Transport & Ferrying Service; 
NAID #12004407]  Retrieved January 19, 2020.   

This is a memo from General Frank, at the beginning of the WAFS 
program, a precursor to the WASP program, showing the requirements for 
a woman to be considered for the program. 

"First Lady's Hand is Seen."  Worcester Gazette. Worcester, MA.  June 7, 
1944. 

This newspaper article was a good example of the media’s opposition to 
the WASP program near the end of WWII.  It included some of the main 
points writers were publicizing, especially the point that the WASPs were 
being treated preferentially to male pilots.  

“For Your Country's Sake Today--For Your Own Sake Tomorrow.” National 
Museum of American History.  Washington, 



DC.  https://americanhistory.si.edu/collections/search/object/nmah_4
43958 .  Retrieved December 10, 2019. 

This is a recruitment poster for women to join the armed forces auxiliaries 
in WWII.  It includes women in the Navy, Coast Guard, Marine, and 
Nursing Auxiliaries, but notably does not show USAAF Auxiliary.  

Gee, Maggie with Leah McGarrigle, Robin Li, and Kathryn Stine 
Interviewers. "Maggie Gee: Rosie the Riveter World War II American 
Homefront Oral History Project." Regional Oral History Office, 
Bancroft Library.  UC Berkeley.  Berkeley, CA.  2003. https://ohc-
search.lib.berkeley.edu/catalog/OHMS_1280_1 .  Retrieved May 10, 
2020. 

This interview was the source of most information about Maggie Gee that I 
used.  It also included her mentioning that Jacqueline Cochran wasn't 
willing to accept African American recruits, which was surprising to me 
since the WASPs were breaking gender barriers but wouldn’t break that 
color barrier.  It was also surprising because Maggie wasn’t white, so 
some other races were accepted.  It really showed how difficult it was to 
be an African American woman pilot. 

"The Girls Deliver the Goods." Evening Star.  Washington, D.C. February 
28, 1943. Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. 
of Congress. 
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1943-02-28/ed-
1/seq-79/ . Retrieved May 12, 2020. 

This article was written before the WAFS and WASP merged, and 
described the various duties of the WAFS.  While it was written to support 
the WAFS and emphasized their impact, it also had good factual 
descriptions of their duties. 

"Gen. Arnold Defends WASP Program as Freeing Combat Flyers." Evening 
Star. Washington, D.C. May 18, 1944. Chronicling America: Historic 
American Newspapers. Lib. of Congress. 
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1944-05-18/ed-
1/seq-6/ . Retrieved May 12, 2020. 

When the bill to militarize the WASPs was coming before Congress, it was 
hard to find press materials supportive of the WASPs.  While this article 
wasn’t fully supportive of the WASPs, it did describe the efforts Gen. 
Arnold was making to help defend the program, and showed that they did 
have some supporters. 



Grant, Vernon.  "Women: There's Work to Be Done!"  Poster.  US 
Government Printing Office.  1944.  Library of Congress Digital 
Collections.  http://loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3g05604/ . 
Retrieved May 10, 2020.  

This poster was useful because it showed the efforts to recruit women into 
many different nontraditional roles.  It showed mechanics, welders, and 
metalworkers, as well as servers and clerical workers.  It showed the 
barriers that women were already breaking by the start of the WASP 
program.  

Granger, Byrd Howell.  On Final Approach: The Women Airforce Service 
Pilots of WWII.  Falconer Publishing Company.  Scottsdale, AZ.  
1991. 

This book was written by WASP Byrd Granger, and contained numerous 
examples of her experiences in the WASPs.  She also had access to 
many other WASPs for her writing, so she had collected stories and 
perspectives from many of the women involved in the program.  Because 
it was written in 1991, it also had given her the opportunity to reflect on the 
effects she saw the WASPs had on aviation and women’s roles in 
aviation. 

Gustin, E.W.  “Election Day!”  1909.  Library of Congress Archive.  
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/97500226/ .  Retrieved February 3, 
2020. 

The fears many Americans had about how granting women the right to 
vote would affect American men are summed up in this cartoon showing 
the husband left to care for children while his wife goes to vote. 

Harvey, Fred.  “Uniform Identification Postcard.”  Menu illustration.  Fred 
Harvey Restaurant.  Union Station.  St. Louis MO.  1943. 

This was a postcard included on Fred Harvey Restaurant menus at the 
start of WWII.  It included illustrations of women’s uniforms at the time.  I 
used it to show that the military had women’s auxiliaries for many 
services, but not for the USAAF.   

"Henry Lewis Stimson, 1867-1950, bust portrait, facing right."  Library of 
Congress Prints and Photographs Division.  US Library of Congress.  
http://loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3b01973/ . Retrieved May 10, 
2020. 



This is a picture of Henry Stimson, US Secretary of War during WWII.  As 
one of the outspoken supporters of militarizing the WASPs it was 
important to include him in their story. 

"Interview With Bernice 'Bee' Haydu."  Digital Collections.  The National 
WWII Museum.  New Orleans, LA.  2015.  
https://www.ww2online.org/view/bernice-haydu . Retrieved May 10, 
2020.  

The National WWII Museum had video interviews recorded of several 
WASPS.  This was after they had received military recognition and the 
Congressional Gold Medal.  Bee Haydu had led the push for recognition 
and had put a lot of work into keeping the WASPs organized.  She also 
had excellent recall of her time before, during and after the WASP 
program, so this interview was very useful. 

"Interview With Geraldine Nyman."  Digital Collections.  The National WWII 
Museum.  New Orleans, LA. 2015.  
https://www.ww2online.org/view/geraldine-geri-nyman . Retrieved 
May 10, 2020. 

Geraldine Nyman was also interviewed by the National WWII Museum 
and recorded.  Geraldine was in the first graduating WASP class, so she 
had more time with the WASPs than anyone except the WAFS pilots.  Her 
stories included a crash she was in which was interesting to hear about 
firsthand.  She also had vivid memories of not being considered part of the 
military and the feelings when they finally were recognized in 1977. 

"Interview With Helen Snapp."  Digital Collections.  The National WWII 
Museum.  New Orleans, LA.  2015.  
https://www.ww2online.org/view/helen-snapp . Retrieved May 10, 
2020.  

Helen Snapp was another WASP interviewed by the National WWII 
Museum.  When Snapp joined the WASPs she had never been away from 
home before, so hearing about the courage it took to leave her home and 
family and then go to learn to fly fighter planes was inspirational. 

"Interview With Maxine Flournoy."  Digital Collections.  The National WWII 
Museum.  New Orleans, LA. 2015.  
https://www.ww2online.org/view/maxine-flournoy . Retrieved May 10, 
2020.  

Maxine Flournoy was another WASP interviewed by the National WWII 
Museum.  Her recollections of rationing during the war and how everyone 
was willing to sacrifice for the country seemed like it would be important to 



hear today.  She also recalled how it was civilian male pilots who lobbied 
against the WASPs and that the pilots already in the military supported the 
WASPs. 

"It Needs Looking Into." Evening Star.  Washington, D.C. April 14, 
1944. Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of 
Congress. https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1944-
04-14/ed-1/seq-6/ . Retrieved May 12, 2020. 

This article was one example of the articles typically seen when the bill to 
militarize the WASPs (HR 4219) was being debated.  It focused on the 
cost of the WASP program, ignored its benefits, and highlighted the 
possibility that male pilots would be unable to find jobs because of the 
WASPs.  

"Letters and Articles Written by WASPS and WAFS." American Experience.  
Fly Girls, Primary Source.  Website. 
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/flygirls-
letters-and-articles-written-wasps-and-wafs/ .  Retrieved December 8, 
2019. 

This was a great source of primary material from the WASPs in the form of 
letters they wrote home sharing their experiences in their own words.  If I 
had the space for more words in this website, I would use these letters to 
showcase how the WASPs shared their experiences at the time they were 
having them. 

"Marina Raskova." Online Collections.  The Ninety-Nines, Museum of 
Women Pilots.  https://www.museumofwomenpilots.org/women-
pilots-marina-raskova-54.htm . Retrieved May 12, 2020.   

This is a picture of women in the "Night Witches" a group of Soviet women 
pilots who actually served combat roles before the WASP program even 
existed in the United States.  Because Gen. Arnold was aware of their 
existence when he started the WASP, it was important to include them in 
the context of the program.  

Marine, John L.  "The Air Force Academy Class of 1980 marches in 
formation." National Archives and Records Administration. January 
6, 1980. https://nara.getarchive.net/media/the-air-force-academy-
class-of-1980-marches-in-formation-the-class-of-1980-911234 . 
Retrieved May 13, 2020.  

This picture shows the USAF Academy class of 1980 marching in 
formation.  This is the first class that included women (enrolled in 1976) 
which is a major milestone, and something the WASPs mentioned was 



important to see.  Because 150 women enrolled in 1976, it wouldn’t be 
possible to include all individual pictures, so I used this to show how they 
were mixed in with the men. 

"Meet the WASP:  They Aid Army." The Wilmington Morning 
Star.  Wilmington, N.C. Oct.  25, 1943. Chronicling America: Historic 
American Newspapers. Lib. of Congress. 
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn78002169/1943-10-25/ed-
1/seq-1/ . Retrieved May 12, 2020. 

This article included descriptions of some of the other jobs the WASPs 
did.  There is a lot of material on the WASPs towing targets and ferrying 
plans in other sources, but this article talks about them working signal 
detection, and instrument training. 

"Men Pilots Jobless, House Unit Considers Investigating WASP." Evening 
Star. Washington, D.C. March 14, 1944. Chronicling America: Historic 
American Newspapers. Lib. of Congress. 
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1944-03-14/ed-
1/seq-4/ . Retrieved May 12, 2020. 

This is an early article from the debate over militarizing the WASPs.  It 
delved into the number of male pilots who had been released from training 
programs and who were concerned about not being able to get a new job 
because of the WASPs.  This would be a justification the US House Civil 
Service Committee would use when they began their inquiry into the 
usefulness of the WASP program. 

Miller, Bryan.  "Woman Flier Leads New Battle." The New York Times. New 

York, NY. October 30, 

1977.  https://www.nytimes.com/1977/10/30/archives/new-jersey-

weekly-woman-flier-leads-new-battle-a-woman-flier-leads.html . 
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the Ferrying Group.  The WAFS came out of the Ferrying Group, so this 
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serving in the military in roles other than what had been traditional to that 
point, and the limitations that were imposed on women who wanted to 
serve. 

United States Government Publishing Office.  "Public Law 102-90."  
GovInfo.  December 5, 1991.  
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/STATUTE-105/pdf/STATUTE-
105-Pg1290.pdf . Retrieved May 13, 2020. 
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and shows how quickly media turned around to support the WASPs once 
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